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Abstract:

This paper looks at the European Union (EU) process of engagement in the South Caucasus
(Armenia and Georgia) in the context of its Neighborhood Policy. It looks at how divergent
perceptions of the region, both inwards and outwards-driven, impact on regional policy choices,
with an emphasis on regional cooperation. Though these states remark on the outlived
usefulness of artificial framings, and regional cooperation among the three is virtually non-
existent, when engaged in larger and wide-ranging formats, cooperation might not only be
possible, but fruitful. It is therefore argued that regional cooperation should overcome the
artificially constructed “South Caucasus” regional label and unfold along different patterns and
variable compositions. If about two decades ago the region was quite neglected, today it is in the
center of attention. Many people can not understand the change of thinking and attitude
towards the region and often ask the question “Why the South Caucasus matter”. Many articles
and books were devoted to the subject and this is one more attempt to answer the question. The
thesis analyses the South Caucasian region and its importance for the main political players on

the international political stage the European Union and Russia.



