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Gigi Tevzadze

Sociology of Social Changes

Summary

For the basis of the research of social changes, author constructs methodology, named by him as
Social-biographic: The social world according to contemporary descriptions, divides into sub- or
mini-universes, with own attitudes and hierarchy of the values and social positions. Author
argues, that all sociological [or, social theory] descriptions given by the different authors are
adequate to the reality with one excuse: Authors describes social world and its parts from the
point of view of an observer, received in their concrete social groups and environments. Thus,
the most appropriate way to describe social universe, is to proceed from the books and texts, by
superficial view contradictory to each other and try to construct the system of the social reality,
where all used points [authors, books] are right. Only in this case we’ll get the picture of

diversity as inner characterization of our social universe.
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The author considers the “social institutions” for the starting point for the description of the
social reality; as the notion of “social institution” is quite general not to identify with “human
being”, or “agent” (and that possibility of identifying is the argument, based on which author
neglects to use notion of “social system”, or “system”), and quite concrete to identify with the

notion of the “social world”.

Having analyzed different authors, such as Durkheim, Gehlen, Malinowski, Douglas, Berger and
others, the author comes to the conclusion, that the wide stream of literature on social institution
provides us by three types of perception of social institutions, i.e. the three types of approaches
to the social reality. According to that the author constructs the “universal typology of social
institutions” [Two new notions emerge in this text according to the institutional theory: micro,

macro and meso institutions, institutional complexes].

After long theoretical judgments and practical implications [Chapters and sub-chapters: “Types
of Social Institutions™, “Institutional Complexes”, “Changing of Institutional Complexes as
History”, “Against Probable Accusation in Euro-Centrismus™, *“Institutional Changes
(Differentiation and  re-differentiation,  re-institutionalization)”,  “Institutionalization
(Parameters of Meso-dominance, Individual as an agency)”, “Macro-meso and meso-macro
institutional complexes in contemporary social systems™], the article ends with the conclusion,
that any social change of any social environment, beside the readiness of their agents, changes
only by the help of an impulse received from outside. This impulse in different cases is different
and depends on character, content and structure of the concrete social system.
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