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Abstract

The present Master’s Thesis is devoted to analyzing gender and English language
according to the history of its development. This branch of sociolinguistics has gone through
many changes starting from its appearance in 1970s. Through theoretical research, the paper

deals with the language and gender theories forming up to the present day.

Gender differences in language used to be studied by essentialist approach of woman’s
and man’s discourse dissimilarities. 1980s is marked by new theories that perceive men and
women as parts of two different subcultures, thus the language differences between them are
viewed as the result of two cultures. The last decade of 20" century brings new outlook by

introducing social constructionist approach of gender and discourse.

The thesis aims at showing that language and gender cannot be studied only within
the framework of binary model of woman’s and man’s language differences. Gender, which
is shaped by social and cultural factors, goes far beyond the binary model, making discourse

analysis much more complex and multifaceted.

Key Words:Language; Gender; Discourse Analysis; Biological Essentialism; socialization;

Social Constructivism; Face.
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