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Abstract

Precondition: The concept of free will and personal freedom is essential in novels by Georgian
writer Guram Dochanashvili, and American writer Jack Kerouak. The thesis explores, how the
writers coming from different cultural and political areas, but both valuing the cultural tradition

of Christianity, refer to this concept with their novels.

Methodology: The method of comparative intercultural analysis is used in order to study two
novels: On the Road, by Jack Kerouak and First Garment, by Guram Dochanashvili.

Results: The study shows, how the problem of personal freedom is understood and
represented in popular novels by the writers surrounded by different and oppositional
political realities — Soviet and American; and both sharing the same religious and cultural
traditions, which are Christian religion and Modernist culture. The similar visions of
personal freedom and free will are reflected in novels, although the aesthetical principles
differ: the writer from the Soviet context is actually forced to apply to the form of parable in
order to transmit his personal position to reader; and the American writer applies to precise
descriptions and realistic style while reflecting life surrounding his generation.

Conclusion: The goal of perceiving the meaning of life and achieving personal freedom is still
central in the texts which are based on Modernist cultural experience, and at the same time open the

gate of Postmodernist aestheticism.

Key Words: Personal Freedom, Free will, Beat Generation, Soviet Reality, American

Literature, Georgian Literature.
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