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ABSTRACT

The given thesis represents the report of the practical research, which was realized by the
science and arts faculty students of the lllia State University, at Thilisi public school Ne 137. The
study took start in November 2014 and was finished in June 2015. The subject of the study,
“improving the unity by means of parent involvement” was selected as the result of the interviews
with the director of the school and the school-based teachers’ professional development group.
From several outlined problems of the school, after the discussion, “supporting the parent
involvement within the school life” was selected as the research project, which in turn guarantees
the collaboration of the three important actors of school — teacher, student and parent. This, in
turn, is the basis for the class unity and school power.

Two groups of the sixth and seventh graders were involved within the study, together with
their parents and mentors, as well as the teacher-members of the research commission. For
studying the selected issue, we used the qualitative research methods, particularly — the in-depth
interview and a focus-group.

After collecting and analyzing the data, it was outlined that although the target group
parents consider the parent involvement within the school life necessary, almost all of our parent
subjects don’t understand properly the forms of parent involvement within the school life; they
have problems with understanding the responsibilities, the goals of their participation within the
school life and what positive results to expect from their involvement within the properly planned
and realized activities. Because of this, no practical efforts of this direction, which would bring
some results, have been realized at school.

As we introduced the results gained from the analysis of the collected data to the research
commission and the participants of the study, together with them we planned our interventions.
The first intervention realized by us was the charity event. Its aim was including the teachers,
parents and students in the joint event, showing the parent involvement within the school life
from a different angle, as well as supporting the development of empathy skills in students.

The second intervention realized by us was establishing the discussion club, which included

the teachers and parents; within the frames of this club, their meeting with a psychologist was



held, where we discussed the role of a teacher and a parent within the process of education, as
well as their collaboration and the age peculiarities of adolescence age. The goal of the
intervention mentioned above was informing the parents for increasing their readiness, and for
supporting the development of the collaboration culture between the school and parents.

Within the frames of the third intervention, at the tutorial hour, we showed the teachers,
7th graders and their parents the film ,uy4eno”, as far as the issues presented in it are directly
related with the subject of our research. The film displays the huge importance of the collaboration
of teachers and parents in formation of the moral values of the students.

As for the fourth intervention, we conducted it in one 6th grade and one 7th classes. It
included several entertaining and interesting activities (role-play, discussing a situation, showing
the animation film “ex-et”). The goal of the meeting was to show the students the importance of
listening to each other and collaborating with each other for achieving the desired outcome. We
also wanted to support the development of tolerance and empathy skills in students.

At the next stage, we assessed the realized interventions; relying on the analysis of these
interventions, it can be said that the parents re-thought the number of issues, they understood
that sharing responsibilities and being included within the school life is beneficial for their children,
as well as for school in general. And the teachers realized that often they are the ones who have to
initiate the activities of parents, which can’t be achieved by one-time activities, but it requires the
immediate and permanent cooperation with them; including the parents and students within the
process of initiating, planning, realizing and assessing various activities.

After our study, the members of our target group were introduced to the theoretical
materials about the subject of our research. Their motivation and readiness for cooperation
increased. The feedback received from the participants of the study and the planned activities,
which are discussed more broadly within the basic part of the thesis, confirms the stability of the
results of the study.

Keywords: teacher, parent, student, parent involvement, class unity, school life, shared

responsibility, practical research.
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