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Abstract

This paper presents study report about the factors influencing on the ethnic minority students’
engagement in the academic field - case of Samtskhe-Javakheti State University. Armenian
ethnic minority population is one of the biggest groups of the ethnic minority population
residing in Georgia. They mainly reside in Samtskhe-Javakheti Region and students from this
minority group choose to get higher education in Samtskhe-Javakheti State University which is
the only one higher educational institution in the region. The campuses of Samtskhe-Javakheti
State University situate in two towns, in Akhaltsikhe and Akhalkalaki. Accordingly, the study

covered both towns.



The study used qualitative method for data collection. Interviews and focus groups were
conducted both with the representatives of academic and administrative staff of Samtskhe-

Javakheti State University and students with Armenian ethnic minority background.

The study revealed that the main factor influencing the engagement of Armenian ethnic
minority students in academic field is of economic nature. The students choose the university
and the profession according to the financial benefit; the reason of their active participation in
study process and in different learning activities is the internal motivation which is caused again
by the desire to enhance the chances of employment; their future plans, also, mainly associate

with the employment.

The biggest barrier which the study revealed is the difference in social environment of the two
towns — Akhaltsikhe and Akhalkalaki. The environment in Akhalkalaki is mainly Armenian
which gives less possibility to students to integrate in Georgian society which affects their
perception of higher education. The other barrier is related to the self-esteem of the students of
ethnic minority caused by the lower level of Georgian language knowledge which also affects

the students’ engagement.

Key Words: Ethnic minority students, engagement in the academic field, factors, Samtskhe-

Javakheti State University



