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Abstract

This research addresses the issue of student engagement in large classes. Recently there has
emerged a boom of learning English as a foreign language from Primary classes in Georgia.
Teachers face many challenges teaching in large classes. Effective teaching strategies, class

size and teaching methods play an important role in this process.

As a result of not enough time and resources we have decided to conduct action research in
Public school N10, and we have chosen fourth grade as a target group. The objectives of our
Action Research are introduction of methods used in large classes in order to rise student
engagement. All the interventions and recommendations are based on international

researches, which explore effective learning strategies in large classes.
The main research questions are:

e What kind of influence do the teaching methods have on student engagement?
e What kind of methods do the English teachers use in language classroom?
e What are the main interests of students and how is it possible to adjust students’
interests to the learning process?
As data collection methods we have used quantitative and qualitative methods and
lesson observation. The collected data show that despite the fact that students have learning

motivation their engagement is low.

There is a large research literature indicating that cooperative and collaborative group
work has positive effects on pupils’ engagement and academic outcomes. Engaging students

in large classes requires implementing collaborative work strategies in Primary Schools.

Lots of researches have been conducted worldwide in order to facilitate teachers to cope
with the problems arisen by the increase of the students in the classroom. In the following
report, we attempt to present a variety of practical methods and practices that could be useful

for teachers who need to deal with a large class every day. Furthermore, it provides useful



tips to see the large class as a resource, rather than a challenge, to the teaching-learning

process.

Keywords: Student engagement, English teaching, Teaching methods.
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