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Abstract

The main point of the research topic is the north Caucasus region; Russian policy
towards the region and more importantly Islam factor in above mentioned policy.
According to the John beddoe ”There is no corner on the earth, where the people
of different languages, tribe or race lived on such a huge territory as it is in
Caucasus” and still despite of such ethnic diversity there is something of a
phenomenon, that prevents it from political fragmentation, that binds the region,
it is the phenomenon of Islam. Considering the fact that the region has not got a
long history of statehood this factor really contributes on a several level with low
exceptions, the Self-perception of these people as a union. It also should be
considered the level of Russian involvement in the North Caucasus political, social
and economic issues; its attitude towards the region to more clearly expresses the

issue of study, what is the role of religion, Islam in Russia's North Caucasian

policy.

North Caucasus religion, namely Islam has a special meaning; this is demonstrated
by the fact that the nature of the resistance movement in the North Caucasus was

determined by Islamism and nationalism.

In addition, these two factors were not complement and they often contradicted
with one another. Islamism and nationalism interdependent influenced on the
course of the resistance movement. Definitely there was a great interest and
involvement in above mentioned process from international countries. In this
regard, Russia was not an exception. Russia's interest in the region arose in the
initial stage of forming the state of Kievan Russia. Since then Russia is actively

involved in the political, social and economic processes of north Caucasus. Of



course over time Russia's approach to the region was changing. If for the specific
period of time Russia’s policy was establishing on clear violent methods, then for
some time, Russia used devise factors within the region, this would be nationalism,

or Islamism.

So the topic of discussion will be - how huge was the interest and involvement of
Russia in the Islamization of the conflict and that the resistance movement is not

the basic strategy of Russian policy.

Basic key words: nationalism, islamism.
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