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Abstract

The aim of the present master thesis is to bring into circulation a historical source unknown for
scientific society up to now. Namely, the question is related to the icon commissioned by the

king Archil IT (1647-1713) unexplored until now, protected in the armory of Kremlin.

As it is obvious from the dating inscriptions placed on the icon, the above-mentioned “pendant”
icon is made on the name of the “Almighty Okoni icon”; for me, as a historian, the above
indicated inscription and date contain significant information. It’s description and analysis will
provide the investigators interested in the history of Georgia of late middle centuries with
additional data and will lighten up one unknown section of the Georgian king’s heritage of this

period, which has been unexplored until now.

As is known, the active debates among scientists about the Okoni icon started already from the
second half of the XIX century and there are still many questions around it even nowadays.
Therefore, when investigating the above-mentioned issue, every new source should have a great
importance. Additionally, it contains significant data about the relationship between Russia and

Georgia during the XVII century.

By means of well-founded suppositions, it is probable that the study of the above-mentioned

icon will provide answers to the following questions:
a) Why should Archil II take the Okoni leadership icon-crucifix to Russia with him?

b) What connection may exist between the “Almighty Okoni icon” commissioned by Archil II
and protected in the Kremlin armory and the main relics described by E. Takaishvili-the leader

of kings-Okoni icon-crucifix?

c) Based on the date indicated in the inscription, it is possible to suppose why the king did not
made any inscription on the main relics, when on the walls of the icon, on the “forehead” and
“back”, there are inscriptions of three kings of Georgia (kings of Georgia: Shah-Navaz and Giorgi

XI, king of Imereti-Giorgi II) and the sovereign of Odishi-Levan II.



As we already mentioned above, due to the fact that the icon (the pendant) was commissioned
by the king Archil II, his multilateral education should be taken into consideration, in secular,
as well as in religious terms; the so-called “literature school” established by him, the principle of
“saying the truth”-should also be considered, which had further significant influence on the

development direction of the Georgian literature.

Key words: Okoni icon, kings’ leader icon-crucifix, the principle of “saying the truth”, Moscow

Kremlin armory.
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