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Abstract
The basilic of Dolochopi is situated in Georgia, in the nearhoods of the city Kvareli, on the
wright side of Duruji river. It was built on the teritorry of the early middle age settlment.
This monument is researched by Ilia State University and Georgian National Museum from
2012 till now. The authore of this thesis is invovled in these expeditions from the beggining,
in the status of scientist-collaborator.

The arcaeological excavaitions have proved, that the ruins and ground were covering
the remains of three nave basilic, with the sizes: 37,5 m. length, 18 m. Width. The hall is
divided into the three part with five couple cross-shape pillars. The central nave is ended
with the semi-sircular apse, the lateral naves are ended with the rectangular pastophoriums.

According of the research of fragments, which were used to built the church, found
on the floor of the basilic, has assured us that the basilic was covered not with the stone
vault, but with the wooden beam construction, with the tile roof, like majorities of roman-
greek eraly christian basilics. Taking into consideration these sircumstances and also the
artefacts, found in the excavtions, the basilic must be built in 4-5th centuries.

The stratiragraphy of excavations has shown us that the damage of the church

happened in 8-th centure. It is absolutely possible that this date of ruining basilic could be



related with the invasion of the arabian army, with the leadership of Merven Ibn Muhamed
in the east Georgia.

later, the locals, settled in the nearhood of the monument have made a cemetery in the

interior of the remains of the church. On the floor covered with the dissuaeded stones and

sand, is created a qiute compact cemetery.

The tombs are made in the shape of stoneboxes. On the four side it is surronded by the
well-worked gravestones. Upside part is covered with the 2-4 meters gravestones. The tombs
orientated on the east-west axis, usually are collective. We have found out different sex and
age human’s sciletons here. Their heads are directed in the west side. Who are burried a littel
bit later their hands are laying on their chest or stomach. The bones of earlier burried people
are laid aside, but sometimes, mostely their lower parts are on the same place. Thus, this is an
example of early and middle centuries family tombs, which were wide-spread in Georgia, it

is natural, that here are burried an ordinar settlers of the village.

According to this excavated monument, it is obvious, that they haven’t chosen for the
burial teritorry of the church by an accident. An information from the ancecstors and
eivdent of architectural ruins must have known for the local people. This holly place made
them to make here the cemetery. For them it must be perception as a salvtion of their souls.
Those tombes are dated 10-13th centuries, taking into consideration the jewlleries and

ceramical fragmnts found here.

According to the upper chronological level of making and using found artefacts on the
territory of the semetery, living into the nearhood village of the basilic is finished in 13th

century, in the time of invasion of the Mongols.

The main thematic search words: the Middle Ages, the Basilica, kvaquti, burial,

remains.
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