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Paata Bukhrashvili
Kartli and K'akheti in the last quarter of the ~I8th and beginning of the 19th centuries
(Materials for atextbook)

In the 1750's, the Kingdom of Kartli and K'akheti appeared to be on the road to recovery. The
forceful political direction of Teimuraz Il and Erek’ le Il significantly reduced the heavy heritage of
Ottoman-Qizilbash occupation. The kingdoms of Kartli and K'akheti united de facto in 1744 and
officialy in 1762, as one kingdom.
At the end of the 1770's great interest was aroused in the Russian imperial administration by the so-
caled "Greek project”, which was directly” opposed to the Ottoman empire. After the Kuchuk-
Qainarji treaty of 1774, Prince Gr. Potemkin proposed to Empress Catherine a project, which had
as its primary goal the expulsion of the Ottomans from Europe, and the establishment of a Greek
government in Constantinople under the authority of the Russian tsar. It is to be noted that when
Catherine's second grandchild (the son of Prince Paul) was born in April 1779, he was named
Constantine, in the intention that he would someday reign over this buffer kingdom. The project
was worked out in 1782, and in November of that year notice of it was given to Austria, with
whose help Russia hoped to bring the plan to fruition. Many obstacles stood in the way of the
realization of this project, the chief of which was the fact that the four million Greeks were
scattered in various countries, and only represented a minority of the population on the territory of
the proposed Greek nation.
At the time an alternative project wab brought to the attention of the Austrian court, the object of
which was the creation of a Christian kingdom on the east and west coasts of the Black Sea. The
proposal was referred to as the "Kingdom of Mithridates'. The Kingdom of Kartli and K'akheti,
then ruled by Erek'le I, was an important component in the achievement of this project.
Information about it, probably transmitted by Catholic priests, soon reached Erek'le, who thereupon
sent one of the priestsin 1781 to the Austrian imperial court in Vienna. The priest however died en
route in Constantinople. The following year, presumably after obtained more details about the
proposal, the king of Kartli and K'akheti sent his regular envoy on an urgent mission to Vienna, to
request funds for the creation of a standing army. The envoy carried letters to the Roman Pope, to
the Kings of France and Naples, and to the government of the Venetian Republic. In Russia,
however, which the envoy crossed en route to Europe, the letters fell into the hands of the Tsar's
bureaucrats, who then disrupted Erek'le's plans. The Russian imperial court quickly dispatched the
experienced emissary Jakob Reineggs, a German by origin, who had, aready served in Kartl-
K'akheti ( 1778-1781 ). At the same time, the Russian residence renewed contacts with the
Arrnenians of Transcaucasia, of which the most compact settlement was in the Karabagh highlands
(7000 households, representing five melikates [principalities)). The intent was to overthrow Ibraim,
the Khan of Karabagh and Karadagh, and create an Armenian government under Russian
protection.
In parallel with this, Russia undertook activity against the Crimean Khanate and the Noghay
settlements of the Kuban basin. In April of 1783, the Russian army entered the Crimea. This
provoked an uprising of the Noghays, which was suppressed with great bloodshed by Gen.
Suvorov. In one battle alone 3000 Noghays lost their lives, and over 4000 in the second. As a
consequence, the Noghays lost 30,000 horses, 40,000 cattle and 200,000 sheep (representing nearly



the entire wealth of this embattled community), all of which came into the hands of Russian
Cossacks. The remaining Noghays were deported to the country of the Adygheys, leaving the
territory from the Don to the Kuban open for colonization by Russian Cossacks [3, 9-10).

In 1782 the Russian administration of Prince Potemkin began talks with King Erek'le through the
mediation of Dr. Reineggs. The latter sought to persuade Erek'le that Russia had no objective other
than that of protecting their fellow Orthodox Georgians. Among other things, the emissary, who
was well-informed about the Caucasus, was entrusted with "agitating” the king to formally request
Russian protection. Indeed, on 21 December 1782, Erek'le demanded the protection of the Russian
Empire.

Still in 1782, Erek'le repeated his proposal to the Russian court, and added further requests. On this
basis, a defence treaty between Russia and the Kingdom of Kartli and K'akheti was signed at
Georgievsk on 24 June 1783. The Russian diplomats knew well that Erek'le's primary intent was to
obtain military support; therefore Potemkin promised Erek'le that, once the treaty was signed, the
Russian army would be straightaway sent to defend Georgias borders. This inspired the Georgian
leadership with the hope that the protectorate of the powerful Russian Empire would enable the
formation of a Western-style Georgian state, leading to a strengthening of the nation, and
eventually full independence.

The official text of 1783 treaty was formulated as though it had been entirely undertaken at the
request of Georgia, which demanded the aid of Russia. Of course, the Kingdom of Kartli and
K'akheti was greatly desirous of obtaining military assistance through this agreement, but as it
turned out, the treaty was used to further Russian expansionist aims. The document makes it clear
that the Georgian kingdom was not regarded as the equal of Russia.

Aided by the treaty, the Russian imperial machinery undertook covert and overt intervention in the
internal and foreign affairs of Georgia, and of the Caucasus as a whole. It is clear that Russia had
great need of atreaty of "protection” with Kartl-K'akheti to avoid making its intentions too obvious
to the European powers backing the Ottoman Empire and Iran. The kingdom of eastern Georgia
thus fell not only as a consequence of internal crises, but also of the manoeuvrings of Russia
foreign policy, which had long sought to gain a foothold in Transcaucasia to further its aimsin the
Near East.



