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Affordability of Cardiac Surgery
Tengiz Verulava!, David Ozashvili?
Abstract

Introduction: Universal Health Care program is designed to increase the affordability and
access to health services for Georgian population. In addition, since 2011 the national cardiac
surgery program has been operating, which aims to increase the financial affordability of the
population with congenital and acquired heart diseases, as well as of those with coronary heart
disease and heart cancer in order to improve their health status. The aim of the research is to
study patients' affordability and access to cardiac operations. Results: The study confirms that
the enactment of the comprehensive healthcare program raised an access of the cardiac patients'
to cardiac surgery and intensified referral to clinics. The patient now is protected from
catastrophic costs of the cardiac operations. However, the co-payment amount, determined for
surgery, long-term rehabilitation and drug-related costs, which are not funded by the state
program, still remain the significant burden. It is noteworthy that standby period related to the
admission by insurance companies and clinics, also with medical service provision and access to
the geographic remain problems. Discussion, Conclusion: Creation of a competitive insurance
system will support to solve the problems, because a competitive environment contributes to the
maximal growth of quality, the reduction of tariffs for medical service, and respectively
restraining of costs. The main obligation of the state is to protect its’ population against
catastrophic costs of healthcare services . Scarce funds allocated for healthcare should be

directed mainly to finance expensive medical services.
Keywords

Universal Health Care, Affordability and access to health services, Coronary heart disease
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