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Family and Family life of Turkish Georgians: The Case of Hayriye Village

population, Inegol Region, Turkey

Abstract

Our work represents historical-ethnographical research on ethnic Georgians™ family mode of
life in Hayriye village ( Inegol region, province of Bursa)

It is well-known that family is very complex and multilateral phenomenon of social life. It
has past and present and future depends on the result of these ones. But its structure can be under
danger, can pass through changes when family of one ethnical group settles and lives in foreign
land with another ethnic group. This new environment could form new family type, replace old
traditions with new ones, or synthesize. But family could be stable towards changes and maintain
ethnical identity.

After Russo-Turkish War (1877-78) one part of Georgian population came under Russian rule,

the other part emigrated as “Muhajirs” to Ottoman Turkey. One nation was separated into two

v



parts. As a result of living in culturally and traditionally different countries the life ways of the
Georgians began to diverge which made influence on their psychics, mentality and family
economic-cultural mode of life.

Present work aims to analyze Hayriye village's (Inegol ,Turkey) ethnic Georgians™ past and
present family mode of life from historical and ethnographical perspective. The following questions
are analyzed in the research: history of ethnic Georgians village Hayriye, structure of dwelling,
economic bases, structure of the family, customs, interrelation between guest and host, kinship unit
and ritual kinship, engagement-marriage, birth, circumcision, death, folk therapy (medicine),
woman's role, specific signs of ethnic self-identification and etc. We tried to compare above-

mentioned materials to common-Georgian family traditions.

Present research has practical as well as scientific importance. For the first time, in Georgian
ethnography, will be analyzed ethnographical materials of Hayriye village's ethnic Georgians
family mode of life. This will make possible to see Turkish Georgians™ ethnographical reality in

above-mentioned village.

Present work is historical-ethnographical research, that's why on the first stage it was
important to study literature about Georgian muhajirs, Southern-Western Georgian and Turkish

family traditions. On the second stage in 2009-2011we had ethnographical fieldworks in Turkey.

It was necessary to use historical-comparative and combined-intensive method, approbated by
Georgian ethnographers. It was compulsory to plan and choose right method of working, to
research small and big social units, like-family, tribe, and village. We studied carefully the places
where ethnic Georgians settled down, lived with them and observed their family, traditions forming,
changing, and passing down from generation to generation. Materials were collected and studied in
the following way: observation, conversation with villagers, receiving information from informant.

It is also very important to use modern technical equipments: audio, photo, video.

On the result of our study we found out three signs of self-identity: 1. Terminological-(we

mean definition-“Giircii” and “Chveneburi” (it means “one of ours”) 2. Ethnical characters, which
distinguish them from others. 3. Ethnical self-identity, expressed with symbols and intellectual

culture.

We also found out three main reasons, which made muhajirs keep their ethnical identity.



1. Muslim Georgians of Inegol used to border their territory, and did not allow any foreigner to
enter, namely they never sold the land to outsiders. 2. They considered interethnic marriage to be
the main reason of ethnical degradation. 3. They thoroughly preserved ethnical traditions and

customs, as their historical memory.

Key Words: Georgian Muhajirs, Turkish Georgians, Hayriye village, ethnical identity.

Tiirkiye' li Giirciilerin ailesi ve aile sistemi (Tiirkiye’nin Inegl Ilcesinin Hayriye
Koyi)
Onsoz

Bu aragtirma yazisi, Tiirkiye'nin Inegdl Ilgesinin Hayriye K&yiinde yasamakta olan,

Giirciileri konu alan Tarih ve Etnografik arastirma yazisidir.

Bu aragtirmayla, Giircii halkinin ikamet ettigi Hayriye koyiiniin: Tarihi, yerlesim diizeni,
ekonomik yapisi, yerlesik ailelerin 6zellikleri: aile yapilari, 6rf ve adetleri, ev sahipligi-misafirlik
bakimindan ve akrabalik ikili iligkileri, ailelerin ge¢misinde yayginlasan, inanis ve ibadetleri,
yerlesim yapisiyla ilgili aligkanhiklarindan, 6lim merasimlerine kadar her aligkanlikta ve
adetlerde, kadinin rolii, kendilerinde mevcut olan 6z sezilerinin, somut, belirli alametleri ve
arasgtirdigimiz diger oOzelliklerini, evrensel Giircii kiiltiiriiyle kiyaslamaya calistik. Ayrica,
Hayriye koyiiniin yasam tarzina iligkin bir¢ok ozellik, bize bu konuda genellestirme imkam
vermis olup; bu &ézellikler Inegdl’ {in etrafinda mevcut olan, Giircii ailelerin yasamakta oldugu

diger koylerde de mevcuttur.

Bu aragtirma yazisi, temel olarak, 2009-2011 yillarinda Tiirkiye'nin Inegdl ilgesi ve ilge
etrafinda, Giircii aileler tarafindan kurulmus olan, koylere bircok kez yapilan arastirma
gezilerine dayanmakta olup; bu arastirma gezilerinde, tarafimizdan ses ve goriintii kayitlar,
fotograf ve belgeler, tablolarin tanimi ve konusma Ornekleri, cografik ve sozcitk tanimlama

yorumlariyla toplanmisgtir.
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Anahtar Kelimeler: Misliiman Gurciler, Turkiyeli Gurciler, muhacirler, Hayriye koyl, etnik kimligi.
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