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Abstract 

 

 

The aim of this paper is to show Mark Twain’s influence on modern American literature, 

and the role of his masterpiece, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn in forming of modern 

American literary language. As Ernest Hemingway once famously observed, “all modern 

American literature comes from one book by Mark Twain called Huckleberry Finn. There was 

nothing before. There has been nothing as good since” (Hemingway 1965, 29). 

What Hemingway had in mind by these words was Mark Twain’s writing style, 

simplicity of form, his vernacular voice; Huck’s voice was extremely innovative by the time 

Twain wrote this novel. He was the first American writer who used American colloqual speech 

inhis text. Before him writers used to believe that literary work should be grandieur and elegant.  

In this paper The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is discussed from the angle of its cultural 

role, all the difference it made in American prose language, and its influence on American 

storytelling; a brief biography of Mark Twain, his humor, his realistic style is discussed; and the 

influence of Huckleberry Finn’s character on works by two prominent writers, Ernest 

Heminguay and Jerome Salinger is also analyzed.  
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