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Abstract

The research, I will conduct, is related to the elite transformation process for the period
from the late Soviet Union till modern Georgia. The elite, as the main influencing actor on
country’s societal and political life, draw attention of many researchers. The existence of elite in
Soviet Union, its establishment and development process, and especially transformation from
Soviet to Post-Soviet period are interesting phenomena. The ruling class of the Soviet elite was
able to transform other groups into management tool and utilize them for the accomplishment
of its interests. In late Soviet period the liberalization process assisted in the elite transformation
process that led to the collapse of the Soviet Union. After the restoration of the independence,
Georgia and the Georgian elite encountered new reality. The aim of the research is to prove that
developments in the late Soviet period played important role in the beginning of the
transformation process for Georgian elite. Since the independence the developments in the elite
group profoundly influenced Georgian political and social situation and the country’s
democratization process. All above-mentioned is often defined by the interests and the lust for
power of the individuals and groups of the elite. I will prove my hypothesis using classical elite
theories. These theories investigate the origin of elite, its development, the transformation and
circulation processes, and its role in the developments of the country and society. During the
research the process tracing method will be utilized that aims at examining the factors and

events preceded the certain developments of the political process.
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