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of Universal Health Care Program
T. Verulava,

M. Gabuldani

After introduction of the State Universal Healthcare Program in
Georgia significantly has increased the financial access to the urgent health
services, among them urgent neurosurgery services. The aim of the re-
search was to study the financial accessibility to the urgent neurosurgery
services. In-depth interview with the managers and medical personnel of
the neurosurgery hospitals and direct interviews with the specially struc-
tured questionnaires with the patients or their family members have been
applied. The Tbilisi University clinic “High Technology Medical Center”
has been selected for the research. The results of the research showed that
the financial accessibility of health services has significantly improved af-
ter the introduction of the State Universal Healthcare Program. Although,
Program is not financing the specific types of the urgent neurosurgery ser-
vices and neither high-technological diagnostic tests. The financial limit
defined by the State Universal Healthcare Program for the neurosurgery
care is not enough. Some patients had to pay the significant amount of the
cost of medical care that negatively effects on their financial accessibility.
In order to increase the financial accessibility it is necessary to expand
the list of the urgent neurosurgery diseases covered by the State Universal
Healthcare Program, and in urgent cases to finance the high-technological
diagnostic tests. It is important to define the financial limits for the urgent
neurosurgery diseases that will avoid the high costs for the patients.

Keywords: Health Care, Georgia, Financial Accessibility, Neuro-

surgery Diseases, Emergency Diseases.
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