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Abstract

Subject of the research represents the understanding of the United States foreign policy
strategy in the Asia-Pacific region through verification based on the theory of balance of power.
The thesis questions whether foreign policy of the US President Barack Obama’s administration
is focused to balance People’s Republic of China in the Asia-Pacific region? What are the
factors/activities the US policy is being implemented and what are the resisting circumstances in
this regard? In order to analyze these questions, the thesis is based on qualitative research, case
study method. In particular, the US foreign policy strategy in the region is analyzed by
considering examples of Taiwan and Philippines. In order to discuss Obama’s successive strategy
the paper uses one of the types of qualitative method — process tracing approach.

Master’s thesis is based on assumption that the United States (the Obama administration)
is trying to balance the People’s Republic of China through cooperation with its neighboring

countries, especially in the field of defense. However, in parallel to that, the US conducts double
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strategic policy. In particular, while balancing China, the US is trying not to damage the US-
China economic relations. The trade cooperation between the two countries contributes to
China’s peaceful development that is directly related to the stability of Asia - Pacific region.

The present research also shows that the US sees Philippines as retaining power in the
region rather than Taiwan. Despite the fact that both countries’ economy largely depends on the
Chinese market, they have a different foreign policy priorities. The Philippines is inclined to the
US, while Taiwan to China.

According to that, balancing and peaceful development of China represents the major
foreign policy challenge for the US that will lead to maintain peace and balance of power in the

region and in the entire world.

Key Words: The US, Asia - Pacific Region, People’s Republic of China, Balancing, Alliances,

Military Cooperation.



