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Mimesis. Advanture of a concept
(A critical investigation)

For years mimesis has been considered as a central concept within the Georgian Literary Studies. This
can be explaned by the influence of Marxist Literary Theory and the chaos around this concept that can
be still observed in the Western Literary Criticism. Now it is time to define precisely the real meaning
of the concept as well as its relevance for today’s Literary Studies. With this purpose the article
describes the history of the concept formation and analyses the major changes it underwent in different
ages indicating the ideological reasons for the latter ones. On the basis of a peace of literary fiction the
article falsifies the claim for existance of so called mimetic and antimimetic literatures and arts.
Subsequently it discusses the relation between the fiction and the reality and states that mimesis in the
accostumed sense of the word (i.e. as the imitation and reflection of reality) is a concept basically
unusable for characterization of the nature of literary fiction.
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