Abstract

Decreasing motivation in science classes is often reported in many countries.
Georgia, one of the post Soviet countries, has overcome the highly centrilised
educational system and nowadays implements a new national educational reform.
National reforms demand more student-active and inquiry-based learning. Many
Georgian teachers aren’t ready for these changes and need professional
development training to enhance their professional skills in Inquiry-Based Science
Education (IBSE). Therefore Ilia State University offers special continuous
professional development (CPD) programs for science teachers in the frame of
PROFILES project. The aim of the research was to determine what profession
orieneted attitudes and concerns Georgian in-service science teachers have
regarding IBSE and what changes are visible after the implementation of PROFILES-
based CPD programme. In order to conduct the research the Stages of Concern
model was used. 40 teachers took part in the two terms of the CPD programme.
Research shows that the implemented CPD programme fosters the professional
attitudes and concerns of Georgian science teachers in a positive manner. Therefore
it can be highly recommended to use the framework of the PROFILES-based CPD
programme(s).



