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George Anchabadze
ORIGIN OF THE CLAN OF SHERVASHIDZE
Summary

The representatives of feudal clan of Shervashidze (the ancient form: Sharvashidze, in Abkhazian:
Chachba, Achachba) in the Xll century already had the post of Tskum (modern Sokhumi) eristavi (ruler) in
Georgian kingdom and almost the whole Abkhazia was administratively subordinated to them.

Ancient family documents of the clan of Shervashidze are not preserved and therefore it’s difficult to
establish the sources of its origin, however according to the historical legend that has reached us —
advancement of this clan is closely connected with the Georgian king David IV (1089-1125). In particular, the
legend says that king David put at the head of Abkhazia the prince from the House of Shirvanshahs ruling
over Shirvan — the region in the north-east of the present Azerbaijan. The descendants of this prince are
Shervashidze, sovereign princes of Abkhazia. Really, the clan name (Sharvashidze), found in Georgian
literary texts of the XII-XIIl centuries, is the early form of this surname, from which arise the later forms —
“Sharvashidze”, “Shervashidze” — and literally it means “The son of Shirvanshah”. Shirvan was closely
connected with Georgia in political as well as in cultural-economical relations. And so, presence of such a
name by one of the distinguished feudal clans of Georgian kingdom can’t be accidental and is to indicate the
link between Abkhazian princes and shirvan dynasty.

Appointment of shirvan prince as a ruler of Abkhazia evidently took place in 1121-1124. After getting
the post of Tskum Eristavi, Shervashidze converted to Orthodoxy and soon they became ethnical
Abkhazians; and it manifested itself in appearing a local surname — Chachba.

The dynasty of shirvanshahs, from which it is to be supposed to arise the clan of Shervashidze,
originates in hereditary Arab governor-generals in Transcaucasia — lazidids who independently governed
Shirvan from 861 after weakening of Baghdad caliphate.
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