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Abstract

This study examines the impact of third-party intervention on the process of democratization
in post conflict states through a comparative case study analysis of East Timor and Liberia. Its
aim is to explore under what conditions the involvement of external actors (international
organizations, regional organizations and individual states), contributes to the formation of
democratic institutions and the strengthening of political stability in the post-conflict period.
The main research question asks under what conditions third-party intervention is successful
and how the domestic political and social environment determines the outcomes of such
intervention. The study formulates a central hypothesis, according to which external
interventions is effective for democratization when exogenous factors are integrated with a
favorable domestic political and social environment. The theoretical framework of the
research is based on the critique of liberal peacebuilding, the “institutionalization before
Liberalization” approach and the concept of “hybrid peace”. The study applies a mixed
methodology, which includes comparative case study analysis, process tracing, discourse
analysis and the interpretation od descriptive statistical data. The findings show that, in the
case of East Timor, a relatively coherent international mandate, the provision of security and
the relative unity of domestic political environment contributed to the formation of
democratic institutions. In the case of Liberia, however, ethnic divisions, political
fragmentation, elite competition for power and the divergent interests of regional actors made

the democratization process more fragile.
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