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Abstract

The present master's thesis aims to overcome the traditional, repressive understanding of power
and focus on its productive, symbolic nature, where power operates not on the physical body,
but on cognition and the categories of world perception. The central research question examines
how linguistic signs and social rituals transform into "natural" truths that are unconditionally
recognized by the subject. The theoretical framework of the thesis is established through a
multi-layered analysis that synthesizes Pierre Bourdieu's symbolic power, Louis Althusser's
interpellation, Berger and Luckmann's social constructivism, and Roland Barthes' semiotic

concepts.

The study demonstrates that social reality is not a neutral given, but rather a dynamic product of
symbolic struggles. The central finding of the research indicates that symbolic power is most
effective when its coercive aspect is misrecognized, allowing dominant interests to become

naturalized within the agent’s habitus as an unquestioned truth (doxa).

The scholarly value of the thesis lies in its synthesis of classical theories of symbolic power and
ideology with practical mechanisms of reality construction. The developed theoretical
framework provides a solid foundation for studying the politics of signs in the contemporary
digital era, where the construction of reality and symbolic domination have shifted from

physical spaces almost entirely into virtual, semiotic representations.



