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Abstract

This thesis examines the representation of women’s voice and subjectivity in Georgian prose and
analyzes the transformation of gender narratives from the first half of the twentieth century to
the present day. The aim of the study is to identify how the narrative function, social role,
subjectivity, and forms of self-expression of female characters change across different historical
and cultural contexts, as well as how these changes are reflected in texts written by female and
male authors. The research corpus includes works by Mikheil Javakhishvili, Mariam Garikuli,

Otar Chiladze, Naira Gelashvili, Iva Pezuashvili, and Tamta Melashvili.

The study is based on the theoretical and methodological approaches of feminist literary criticism
and feminist narratology. The theoretical framework includes the works and concepts of Simone
de Beauvoir, Susan Lanser, Nancy Chodorow, Ruth Salvaggio, R.W. Connell and James
Messerschmidt, as well as Adrian Marino. The application of these approaches made it possible to
identify the historical transformation of the representation of women, narrative voice,

subjectivity, and forms of gendered power.

The research demonstrates that the representation of female characters in Georgian prose changes
significantly in accordance with historical and cultural contexts. While in the texts of the first
half of the twentieth century women are mostly represented within the framework of social and
patriarchal norms, in the prose of the Soviet and post-Soviet transitional period particular
importance is attached to issues of female self-identity, voice, and inner experience. In
contemporary Georgian prose, women increasingly appear as subjects of their own experience
and as active agents in the critical interpretation of social reality. At the same time, the study
reveals that the author’s gender does not always determine the degree of a female character’s
subjectivity; historical context, narrative strategy, and the ideological position of the text often

play a decisive role.
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