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Abstract

The present study constitutes an attempt to reconstruct the Plotinian perspective on the
ascent of the soul. It is divided into two phases: the first part demonstrates Plotinus’ connection
to Plato. It is further argued here that through virtue, the soul succeeds in assimilating itself to
God. To substantiate this thesis, the study draws upon the works of those Neoplatonists (Porphyry,
Iamblichus, Proclus, and Damascius) who rely upon Plotinus. The examination of their respective
theories of virtue aims to elucidate the origin of ethics and those metaphysical structures that
serve the concept of assimilation to God. By deliberating on these issues, the paper addresses the
following inquiries: according to Plato’s Phaedrus, what is required for the ,,growth” and
strengthening of the soul’s ,,wings”? Do the Intellect (Nous) or ,the One’ possess virtues? What
remains after the purification of the soul, and what are the boundaries of the purified soul? What

necessitates the articulation of the symbol of virtue in Iamblichus?

The second part of the work is dedicated to Eros as a fundamental aspect of Plotinus’
metaphysical structure. Here, Eros is examined as the primary vehicle for the soul's unification
and mystical experience, which aims at a return to ,the Good.” At this stage of the research, the
discursive trajectory is directed toward a single objective: it must be demonstrated that the role
of Eros is fundamental in the process of the soul’s reversion. In this regard, answers will be
provided to such questions as: What is the cause that arouses Eros? Does ,the One’ possess love?
Are Eros and desire identical or distinct? Does Eros retain its nature during the ascent of the soul?

How is the soul's relationship with God expressed?

By answering these questions, we are enabled to comprehend the two types of the
Plotinian elevation of the soul, and ultimately, to discern the role and significance of the unified

and continuous connection between virtue and Eros.



