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ABSTRACT

In January 2024, Taiwan held its eighth presidential election since martial law was lifted in
1987. The candidate of the Taiwan People's Party (TPP), Ko Wen-je, finished third with 26.4%
of the vote. This is the largest share of the presidential vote ever received by a party that is
associated with neither the Kuomintang (KMT) nor the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP).
The result disrupts Taiwan's stable two-party structure, which had been organized around the
cleavage of relations with mainland China.

This thesis examines what distinguishes TPP supporters from the supporters of the KMT and
the DPP. The study addresses three dimensions: the voter's generation, the voter's evaluation
of the political system, and the voter's position on the established cleavage of national identity
and the tongdu (unification-independence) question.

The empirical analysis is based on the 2024 wave of the Taiwan's Election and Democratization
Study (TEDS). The method of analysis is weighted multinomial logistic regression, in which
the dependent variable is party support.

The findings show that the distinctive profile of TPP supporters is determined by several
factors. First, the majority of TPP supporters belong to the generation born in 1985 or later.
Second, on the evaluation of the political system, the position of TPP supporters matches that
of KMT voters. Specifically, both groups are far more critical of the system than the supporters
of the incumbent party, the DPP. As it turns out, this critical attitude is the kind characteristic
of an opposition voter and not a distinctive anti-establishment position of the TPP. Third, TPP
supporters are more educated than supporters of the other parties. They are also more
concerned with socio-economic issues than with relations with mainland China, while their
positions on national identity and the tongdu question are dispersed rather than polarized.
Accordingly, the typical TPP supporter is an educated young person who holds a critical
attitude toward the existing political system and is not polarized along the traditional political
cleavage. Whether this configuration will turn into a durable new political cleavage will be

shown by future elections and future research.
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