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Abstract

This paper examines a new dimension of state security challenges associated with critical
minerals. These resources constitute the fundamental basis of modern technologies, renewable
energy systems, defense industries, and high-tech manufacturing, making access to them a

central issue of national security and geoeconomic competition.

The aim of the study is to demonstrate the growing importance of critical minerals in
contemporary geoeconomic competition and to identify how China’s dominance in this sector
has increased Ukraine’s strategic significance for the United States and the European Union. The
research shows how Ukraine’s resource potential has evolved into a geoeconomic asset under

wartime conditions, transforming the country into an important strategic partner for the West.

The study employs a qualitative research methodology and a case study approach. It analyzes
strategic documents, legislative acts, and official initiatives of the United States and the
European Union, as well as the U.S.-Ukraine Minerals Agreement and relevant academic
literature. The theoretical framework is grounded in geoeconomic approaches and theories of

economic interdependence.

The findings demonstrate that China’s dominant position in critical mineral supply chains, the
resulting dependencies, the West’s need to diversify sources of supply, and Ukraine’s substantial
resource potential have collectively created an opportunity for Ukraine, despite being a country
at war, to emerge as a strategically attractive partner for both the United States and the

European Union.

Keywords: critical minerals, geoeconomics, Ukraine, United States, European Union, China,

supply chains.
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