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Abstract

Within the theoretical frameworks of “Europe Usage” and “Endogenous Development” this
master’s thesis examines the Europeanization of Georgia’s Agricultural policy. The research
aims to demonstrate the significance and influence spheres of multisectoral rural policy, the
strategic interests of local actors, the resulting cognitive changes and examples of achieved
political legitimacy and the potential of endogenous development in Georgia. Although
Georgia established solid normative framework for the successful implementation of the
process, the Georgia’s government de-facto suspended European integration process in 2024.
Therefore, the study examines how local actors maintain the sustainability of the Introduced
European rural development model, LEADER approach, in Georgia.

Using qualitative methods and data multi-triangulation, the study shows that EU used holistic
support to Georgia: state institutions and civil societies successfully created an “Integrated
Agricultural and Rural Development Policy” of Georgia. This framework is managed by the
Ministry of Environmental protection and Agriculture, involving: The Rural Development
Agency and The Rural Development Public Network, Local action Groups (LAG) across 25
municipalities and the Georgian Association of the Local Action Groups (GALAG)

Based on the Joseph Nye’s concept of “Soft power”, Sophie Jacquot and Cornelia Woll’s theory
of “Usage of Europe” and Christopher Ray’s model of “Endogenous Development” the study
demonstrates that the Europeanization of the policy bears to hybrid character. The state
utilized European resources for formal compliance, leaving the LAG National Authorization
process stagnant during the current crisis. In contrast, Local civil societies organizations drive
deep-rooted development. The case of the LAG Tskaltubo demonstrates the real activation of
“Bottom-Up” governance and endogenous growth potential.

According the main findings of the study, within the context of Georgia’s European
integrations crisis, the depletion of donor funds poses an existential threat to the successful

continuity of the Georgian experience of rural development according the LEADER approach.

Keywords: Europeanization of Georgia’s agricultural policy, Rural development in Georgia,
LAG Tskaltubo, GALAG



