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Abstract 

 

 

Human rights have become one of the most significant and contested issues in contemporary 

political discourse, with their meanings being constructed differently across ideological contexts. 

In this process, language and the syntactic choices through which political meanings, social 

identities and power relations are articulated play a crucial role. This thesis investigates the 

relationship between micro-syntactic choices at the sentence level and the discursive construction 

of rights in order to demonstrate how political ideologies are naturalised or deconstructed through 

grammatical structures at the macro level. 

The aim of this study is to examine, from a post-structuralist perspective, how clausal syntax 

functions as an instrument of ideological struggle in left- and right-wing rights-based English-

language political discourse. 

The empirical material consists of selected sentences drawn from rights-based public speeches 

delivered by four English-speaking politicians: Jeremy Corbyn, Barack Obama, Boris Johnson and 

Donald Trump. The analysis focuses on four grammatical categories: transitivity, modality system, 

passivisation and clause complex (parataxis/hypotaxis). The study employs a qualitative 

methodology and is grounded in the theoretical frameworks of Critical Discourse Analysis, 

Systemic Functional Linguistics and post-structuralist discourse theory. 

The findings demonstrate that syntactic choices play a significant role in the construction of 

ideological meanings. The analysis of transitivity reveals that collective actors predominantly 

occupy the position of agency in left-wing discourse, whereas individual political leaders are more 

frequently represented as agents in right-wing discourse. The modal system is employed across 

both ideological camps to legitimise political commitments and future visions, albeit in pursuit of 

different ideological objectives. Passivization occurs more frequently in left-wing discourse, 

where it serves to foreground experiences of discrimination and inequality and to strengthen the 

representation of affected social groups. By contrast, right-wing discourse shows a preference for 
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active voice constructions. The analysis of clause complex further indicates that both hypotaxis 

and parataxis actively contribute to the organisation and naturalisation of ideological meanings. 

One of the principal findings of the study is that human rights are constructed differently across 

ideological perspectives. In left-wing discourse, rights are represented as instruments of social 

justice, equality, and collective well-being, whereas in right-wing discourse they are framed as 

mechanisms for the protection of freedom, national identity, and the existing political order. The 

study confirms that syntax constitutes an important site of ideological struggle within political 

discourse. 

This thesis contributes to the fields of political discourse studies, Critical Discourse Analysis and 

Systemic Functional Linguistics by expanding existing knowledge and highlighting the role of 

syntactic mechanisms in the critical interpretation of political texts. 

 

 

Key Words: Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL), post-

structuralism, political discourse, human rights, ideology, syntax, transitivity, modality, 

passivization, clause complex, parataxis, hypotaxis. 
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