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Abstract

The cooperation between the United States and South Korea constitutes a key pillar of security in
East Asia. Inthe 21st century, North Korea’s nuclear and missile development has intensified regional
security challenges and contributed to stronger US-South Korea cooperation. Despite the strength of
the alliance, North Korea’s advancing nuclear program, the strategic influence of China, and
domestic political polarization in South Korea have generated periodic divergences in threat

perception and response strategies within the partnership.

This study examines the evolution of US-South Korea relations in the context of North Korea’s
expanding nuclear and military capabilities, and analyzes the main areas of convergence and
disagreement within the alliance. The analysis is grounded in constructivist and deterrence
theories. Constructivism is used to explain the durability of the alliance through shared identity
and historical experience, while deterrence theory is applied to assess the effectiveness of the US

extended nuclear deterrence and security commitments.

The research employs a qualitative methodology, including discourse analysis of official
documents, academic literature, and media sources, as well as process tracing and semi-structured
expert interviews. The findings indicate that North Korea’s continued development of
intercontinental ballistic missiles and nuclear weapons represents a persistent strategic threat that
reinforces alliance coordination. However, shifts in domestic political leadership in South Korea
periodically generate differences regarding the appropriate response to North Korean

provocations.

Overall, the US-South Korea alliance has evolved into a comprehensive strategic partnership
grounded in shared security interests and deterrence objectives. The study concludes that the
sustainability of the alliance depends on sustained strategic coordination, mutual trust, and

adaptation to an evolving regional security environment.



Keywords: US-South Korea, alliance, North Korea, nuclear deterrence, extended deterrence,

Washington Declaration, geopolitics, constructivism, deterrence theory.
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