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Abstract

Street-connected children represent one of the most significant social challenges
both globally and in Georgia. These children often live in conditions characterized by
poverty, social exclusion, family dysfunction, violence, limited access to education, and



various social risks, all of which negatively affect their social, emotional, and behavioral
development. In response to these challenges, day centers play a particularly important
role by providing children with a safe environment, educational opportunities,

psychological support, and social services.

The aim of this study is to examine the impact of the “Emegobre” Day Center of
Caritas Georgia on the development of social skills and behavioral changes among street-
connected children. The study also seeks to identify the factors that facilitate or hinder

children's social adaptation and personal development.

The research was conducted using a qualitative research methodology. Data were
collected through semi-structured interviews with day center beneficiaries, a
psychologist, a teacher, and the service coordinator. In addition, case analysis of
beneficiaries was conducted, allowing for a deeper understanding of the children’s social
circumstances, family environment, existing risk factors, and the influence of the day
center on their lives. Throughout the research process, ethical principles were strictly

observed, including informed consent, confidentiality, and anonymity.

The findings revealed that participation in the day center has a positive impact on
the social, emotional, and behavioral development of children. The results indicated
improvements in communication skills, cooperation, relationship-building abilities,
emotional expression, and conflict management. According to the children’s perspectives,
the day center serves as a safe and supportive environment where they receive both
practical knowledge and emotional support. According to the professionals interviewed,
positive changes are particularly evident in the areas of social skills, self-control, and

interactions with peers.

At the same time, the study demonstrated that children’s development continues
to be significantly influenced by family conditions, economic hardship, limited parental
involvement, experiences of violence, traumatic events, and various social risks. The
findings confirm that day center services function as an important preventive and
supportive mechanism that promotes the well-being, social integration, and positive
development of street-connected children. Based on the research findings, several
recommendations were developed to improve day center services and strengthen social

support systems available to street-connected children.
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