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Abstract

This master’s thesis examines the influence of terminology related to artificial intelligence
on lexical and semantic development of contemporary English, using English-language
media discourse as its analytical context. The rapid expansion of artificial intelligence has
created a need to name new technological concepts and, at the same time, has encouraged
the use of existing words with new, specialized meanings. The aim of the study is to how
Al-related vocabulary is formed, which word-formation mechanisms participate in its
creation, and how existing lexical units undergo semantic transformation in contemporary

news discourse.

The study is based on a qualitative, corpus-oriented approach. The empirical material
consists of English-language media texts published between 2023 and 2026 that focus on
artificial intelligence. The analysis of lexical units draws on theories of word formation,
while the semantic analysis is grounded in theoretical approaches to lexical semantics and

conceptual metaphor.

The findings indicate that media discourse not only reflect ongoing developments in the
field of artificial intelligence, but also plays an important role in the dissemination and
public normalization of new terminology. Thus, Al-related discourse demonstrates the
dynamic and adaptive nature of contemporary English, within which technological

developments are directly reflected in lexical and semantic change.

Keywords: artificial intelligence, lexical innovation, word formation, semantic shift, media

discourse
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