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Abstract

This MA thesis is a study of Nelson Goodman’s irrealism: a position maintaining that there exist
multiple worlds, none of which is uniquely correct. According to this view, there is no single
reality that exists independently of us, nor is there a final, privileged description of it. Instead,
Goodmanian irrealism maintains that human beings construct multiple, distinct actual worlds

through different symbolic systems.

The thesis analyzes Goodman’s radical constructivism and its principal components, particularly
the processes involved in worldmaking. It then discusses the main arguments in favor of irrealism,
focusing on considerations related to art, science, perception, and contradictory statements.
Drawing upon contemporary literature, the study examines the main difficulties of Goodman’s

theory, such as epistemological and ontological relativism.

The central thesis of this work is an interpretation of Goodman’s theory that I call the “tolerant-
realist interpretation”. On the one hand, in contrast to Goodman’s original position, this
interpretation allows for the possibility of a mind-independent world. On the other hand, it
preserves the admissibility of theoretical pluralism regarding worlds. The thesis demonstrates that
the tolerant-realist interpretation addresses the fundamental problems raised against Goodman’s
view while remaining compatible with the pluralism of world-versions and the processes involved

in their construction.

The study employs the standard philosophical methodology, which includes conceptual analysis,

the clear articulation of competing theories, and their evaluation according to epistemic criteria.



