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Abstract

Cartographies of Absence in Black Sea Literatures: Space, Memory, and the Poetics of Anti-
Heimat

This thesis explores how contemporary Black Sea literatures construct what is termed
cartographies of absence. literary representations through which historical loss, political
rupture, and fragmented memory become spatially articulated. Drawing on geocriticism,
memory studies, hauntology, and diffractive reading, the study examines selected works by
Aka Morchiladze, Serhiy Zhadan, Georgi Gospodinov, and Herta Miiller.

The research argues that absence functions not merely as a thematic concern but as a
structuring principle of narrative space. Roads, cities, borders, ruins, and abandoned
landscapes emerge as sites where traces of lost worlds, unstable identities, and unresolved
histories persist. Particular attention is paid to the concepts of Homo Ponticus and Anti-
Heimat, which enable a rethinking of the Black Sea region as a dynamic cultural space shaped

by displacement, memory, and post-imperial transformation.

The thesis demonstrates that these texts produce alternative mappings of post-Soviet and post-
imperial experience, revealing how what has disappeared continues to shape cultural memory

and contemporary forms of belonging.

Keywords: Black Sea Literature; Cartographies of Absence; Geocriticism; Memory Studies;
Diffractive Reading.



