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Abstract

This thesis examines G. W. F. Hegel’s interpretation of Indian philosophy through the case of
Samkhya. 1t focuses primarily on the lectures on the history of philosophy from 1825/26,
1827/28, and 1829/30, while also considering their editorial history and the fragmentary
Indological sources available to Hegel. The study asks how Hegel could exclude “Oriental
philosophy” from the “proper history” of philosophy while simultaneously devoting sustained
attention to Indian thought and, in his later lectures, acknowledging the presence of abstract

and even “genuine” philosophy in India.

The research employs historical-philosophical reconstruction, textual and hermeneutic
analysis, source-critical comparison, historical contextualization, and comparative-conceptual
analysis. Hegel’s systematic criteria—concept, spirit, freedom, historical development,
mediation, and self-conscious subjectivity—are reconstructed before his account of Samkhya
is compared with Colebrooke’s essays and modern Indological scholarship. Particular attention
is given to purusa, prakrti, the twenty-five tattvas, the three gunas, epistemology, liberation,
the relation between Samkhya and Yoga, and the connection between philosophy, religion,

and soteriology.

The study shows that Hegel’s position was neither uniform nor reducible to simple dismissal.
His later lectures contain significant qualifications: he recognizes formal logic, abstract
philosophy, and philosophical texts in India, and presents Samkhyaas a comprehensive system
that gives abstraction a concrete intellectual content. Nevertheless, he ultimately subsumes
Indian thought under “intellectual substantiality” and criticizes it for lacking mediated
subjectivity, self-conscious freedom, and an internally necessary conceptual development. The
thesis argues that Samkhya satisfies several of Hegel’s own criteria for philosophical status, yet
its integration into his history of philosophy remains structurally difficult. This difficulty arises
not only from doctrinal judgments or anti-Romantic polemics, but also from chronological
overlap between Indian and European traditions, the absence of a demonstrable historical
mediation between them, and Hegel’'s Greek-medieval-modern triadic organization of

philosophical history.



The thesis therefore clarifies the tension between Hegel’s partial recognition of Indian
philosophy and its exclusion from philosophy’s “proper history,” contributing to debates on
Eurocentrism, comparative philosophy, and the criteria by which philosophy defines its own

historical boundaries.

Keywords: Hegel; Indian philosophy; Samkhya; Yoga; history of philosophy; intellectual

substantiality; Oriental philosophy; Eurocentrism; comparative philosophy.
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