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Abstract

Narrative skills and Theory of Mind (ToM) are important components of a child's linguistic
and cognitive development, which have a significant impact on adaptive behaviors formed at
an early age and on how a child analyzes themselves or the outside world. In children
diagnosed with Developmental Language Disorder (DLD), the existing difficulties in narrative
skills often pose academic or social challenges. The purpose of this study was to examine the
interrelationship or individual characteristics of narrative skills and ToM in 30 Georgian-
speaking children aged 5-10 (18-TD, 12-DLD). Narrative skills were assessed using the
"Multilingual Assessment Instrument for Narratives" (MAIN), while the Theory of Mind Task
Battery (ToMTB) was used to assess Theory of Mind. On one hand, an independent t-test, as
expected, confirmed a statistically significant difference in terms of narrative skills between
these two groups—children with neurotypical development have better narrative skills
compared to children with developmental language disorder, but no difference between the
groups was revealed in terms of Theory of Mind. Also, a correlational link was revealed
between ToM and the macrostructural component of narrative skills, and it was found that
ToM, which has a predictive nature, explains 45% of narrative skills. The results of this study
confirm the not only linguistic but also the socio-cognitive nature of narrative skills and

prepare the ground for future interventions.

Keywords: Developmental Language Disorder (DLD), Narrative Skills, Theory of Mind
(ToM).



