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Abstract

Youth policy is a cross-sectoral field, which requires close inter-agency coordination. The
aim of this master's thesis is to study the influence of the institutional positioning of the

coordinating agency on the coordination of youth policy.

Relying on qualitative methodology (document analysis, in-depth interviews) and a
supplementary case (Shadow Case) of Slovakia, the research compares two models of
coordination in Georgia: approaches based on the line ministry and on the Center of
Government (CoG). As the theoretical framework, the concept of coordination (hierarchical

and network-based) of public sector organizations is used.

The analysis showed that the implementation of the coordinating function by the line
ministry causes institutional fragmentation. Due to the deficit of hierarchical authority, the
coordination mechanisms weaken, while the action plans take on a formal character. In
contrast, in 2019 the integration of the agency into the Center of Government (CoG) ensured
legal-rational authority, which significantly improved both the mobilization of

municipalities and the quality of the action plans.

The thesis concludes that institutional positioning critically determines the effectiveness of
coordination. To overcome fragmentation, firm hierarchical coordination from the Center of
Government is necessary, reinforced by network mechanisms and sustainable institutional

memory.

Keywords: youth policy, policy coordination, Center of Government (CoG), institutional

positioning, cross-sectoral policy, line ministry



