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Abstract

On October 7, 2023, Hamas’ sudden attack on Israel returned the Palestinian conflict to the
forefront of Arab states’ agendas. The subsequent war led to the suspension of Israeli-Saudi
normalization talks. Amid intensified pro-Palestinian sentiment across the Arab world, the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia reaffirmed its unconditional support for the Palestinian cause.
However, this official position did not translate into concrete action directed against Israel or
in support of Hamas. Taking this puzzle as a starting point, this master’s thesis examines the
determinants of Saudi Arabia’s foreign policy toward the Israel-Hamas war. To provide a
deeper understanding of the Kingdom’s approach to the Palestinian cause, the thesis also
analyzes the historical evolution of Riyadh'’s policy toward the Arab—Israeli confrontation. The
research is based on qualitative methodology and employs case study, desk research, and
process tracing. First, the findings from the historical overview are analyzed through the lens
of the State-to-Nation Balance theory, which confirms that the gradual development of
state-building made Saudi policy more pragmatic. Subsequently, Saudi foreign policy toward
the Israel-Hamas war is examined in the framework of omnibalancing theory. The research
shows that, in 2023-2025, Saudi Arabia’s foreign policy was determined by the ruling regime’s
strategic interests. In particular, Saudi policy toward the Israel-Hamas war was shaped by the
internal and external threats the Kingdom faced during this period. Overall, the thesis offers a
deep and multifaceted analysis of Saudi foreign policy toward the Palestinian conflict. By
studying the policy of one of the region’s leading actors toward one of the Middle East’s most

critical conflicts, the study provides valuable insights for the academic literature.

Key Words: Israel-Hamas war, Saudi Arabia’s foreign policy, Israel-Saudi Arabia

normalization, Omnibalancing Theory, US-Saudi Arabia relations, Iran-Saudi Arabia

relations.
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