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Abstract

This paper is dedicated to a historical-legal comparative analysis of the 1921 Constitution of the
Democratic Republic of Georgia and the 1919 Constitution of the Weimar Republic, both created
during the wave of democratization following the First World War. The constitutions are
analyzed through the prism of post-imperial transformation and the influences of social-
democratic ideologies. The theoretical framework of historical institutionalism and the
methodological tools of comparative constitutionalism utilized in this study allow for the
evaluation of these constitutional models not in isolation as mere normative legal texts, but rather

by taking into account domestic and geopolitical contexts, as well as historical experiences.

The study analyzes how the similar ideological foundations of the ruling social-democratic parties
translated into distinct institutional designs: a strong presidency in Germany, versus the primacy
of parliament over the executive branch in the Georgian model. The research establishes that this
divergence was the result of differing historical experiences, national traumas, and challenges
between Georgia and Germany, as well as the varying visions and fears of the constitutions'
framers. Furthermore, the paper examines the innovative catalog of social and economic rights,
which renders both constitutions advanced, progressive legal phenomena of their era. Finally, the
study critically evaluates the practical application of these constitutions, exploring the question

of the potential resilience of the Georgian Constitution.

Keywords: Weimar Constitution, 1921 Constitution of Georgia, comparative constitutionalism,

historical institutionalism, social democracy, institutional design, separation of powers.
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