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Abstract

Varlam Cherkezishvili (Tcherkesoff, 1846-1925) was one of the leading theorists of
European anarchism - Peter Kropotkin's closest collaborator and a core member of the London
Freedom group and, at the same time, a prominent figure of the Georgian national liberation
movement: in 1907 he presented the petition of the Georgian people to the Hague Peace
Conference, and at the end of his life he defended the Democratic Republic of Georgia against the
Bolshevik occupation. On the classical reading, anarchist internationalism and Georgian
nationalism exclude one another, this apparent contradiction stands at the centre of the present

thesis.

The central argument is that Cherkezishvili's anarchism and his Georgian patriotism were
two expressions of a single principle: freedom as non-domination. Drawing on this concept, which
anarchism inherited from the republican tradition, the thesis examines the two-way "translation"
of Georgian and European ideas in his journalism, the role of the international anarchist network
in presenting the Georgian question to Europe and the hierarchy of his commitments at decisive
moments - the First World War and the occupation of 1921, when his choices are read as an

enactment of anarchist civic virtue.

The research rests on primary sources in five languages - the Max Nettlau Papers (IISH,
Amsterdam), Cherkezishvili's Georgian journalism, his theoretical works, and the contemporary
European press - much of which enters Georgian scholarship for the first time. The thesis offers
Georgian historiography an analytical framework, and the international field of anarchism and

the national question the case study it has so far lacked.
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