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Abstract

In this paper we explore the means of aspect expression in the Georgian verb paradigm,
specifically the function of a preverb and its relation to the Aktionsart. In the literature on
this topic we only encounter the theoretical methodological framework, or the argument
based solely on the linguistic intuition of the researcher. This methodology may be faulty
because of the structural or typological vastness of the Georgian verb paradigm. Our aim
is to investigate aspect expression patterns throughout every verbal form or every type of
verb. The novelty of this research in the statistical and corpus methodology, which gave us
the possibility to process millions of verbal forms. Precisely, we processed 96 different
paradigmal blueprints, 568 verbs, 914 557 verbal forms and 3 452 505 sentences. In the
process we identified a new nomenclature for purely formal screeves with 33 of them, 16
superscreeves (the pairs of screeves differ only by preverb existence), and verbs classified
into 8 Aktionsarts. The results show us that the usage of preverbs is straightforwardly
dependent on the lexical aspect of a verbs; particularly, if a verb denotes an event
spanning over a time period and it does not change a state, this verb produces much less
preverbed forms than the ones which have state-changing or punctual aspectual
meanings. This confirms that preverbs have aspect-changing, more precisely,
perfectivizing properties in the verbal inflectional paradigm. The results also showed other
kinds of correlations, such as the difference in Series in the aspectual sense and the

correlation between version markers and the usage of preverbs.
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