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Abstract

In the modern digital era, social media has become one of the most significant
spaces for information dissemination, public opinion formation, and civic
communication. The rapid development of the internet and social networking platforms
has substantially transformed traditional forms of political and civic participation,
enabling citizens to access information more quickly, express their opinions, and engage
in various social and political processes. In this regard, Facebook is particularly
noteworthy as one of the most widely used social media platforms in Georgia, exerting
considerable influence on young people’s informational environment, civic
engagement, and political attitudes. Although the impact of social media on civic
participation and political engagement has been extensively studied in international
academic literature, this issue remains insufficiently explored within the Georgian
context. In particular, limited attention has been given to the socio-political behavior of
young people in Thilisi and the ways in which Facebook influences their level of civic
engagement. This research gap determines the relevance and significance of the present
study. The aim of this research is to examine the influence of Facebook on the formation
and activation of civic and political participation among young people aged 18-29 living
in Thilisi. The study focuses on various aspects of social media usage, including access to

information, participation in online discussions, the development of interest toward



social issues, involvement in petitions, sharing civic initiatives, and the relationship
between online engagement and real-life civic behavior. Particular attention is paid to
the distinction between passive online activities, such as liking, sharing, and viewing
posts, and active engagement, including commenting, participating in discussions, and
supporting civic initiatives. The research is based on a mixed-methods approach,
combining both quantitative and qualitative methodologies. Quantitative data were
collected through an online questionnaire, allowing the assessment of social media
usage frequency, levels of political awareness, and forms of civic participation among
young people. Qualitative data were obtained through semi-structured interviews and
focus groups, enabling an in-depth analysis of participants’ experiences, attitudes, and
motivations. The findings indicate that Facebook plays a significant role in informing
young people, increasing awareness of social issues, and promoting civic initiatives. The
platform creates opportunities for discussing political matters and contributes to the
mobilization of certain groups within society. However, the study also demonstrates
that a high level of online engagement does not always translate into active offline civic
participation, such as involvement in protests, volunteering, or cooperation with civic
organizations. The analysis revealed several important barriers limiting the effectiveness
of social media in fostering civic engagement. These include the spread of
misinformation, declining trust in digital environments, political polarization, social
apathy, and disappointment caused by the perceived lack of tangible outcomes from
civic activities. Such factors significantly affect young people’s motivation and reduce
their willingness to participate actively in civic processes.The theoretical significance of
the study lies in expanding existing academic knowledge concerning the relationship
between social media and civic participation within the Georgian context. Its practical
significance is reflected in the possibility of applying the findings by civil society
organizations, youth groups, governmental institutions, and actors involved in political
communication to develop more effective strategies for strengthening youth civic

engagement and utilizing the positive potential of social media.



