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Abstract (English)

This master’s thesis examines the process of politicization of criminal cases in Georgia and its
impact on the image of political actors and state institutions. The study aims to analyze how
criminal events, under the influence of media coverage and political discourse, are transformed

into instruments for assessing political responsibility and institutional legitimacy.

The research is based on an interpretivist approach and employs a mixed-methods methodology,
combining qualitative and quantitative research methods. The empirical material includes in-
depth interviews, online survey results, and the analysis of high-profile criminal cases that

became subjects of public and political discussion.

The theoretical framework of the study is based on the theories of political framing, symbolic

politics, and crisis communication.

The findings demonstrate that criminal cases receiving significant media attention often go
beyond their legal context and become mechanisms through which political responsibility and
institutional performance are evaluated. In this process, media framing and competing political
narratives contribute to fluctuations in institutional trust and influence the public image of

political actors.

Keywords: politicization of crime, political framing, institutional trust, media, symbolic politics,

political image, narratives.
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