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Abstract

This master's thesis aims to empirically examine the relationship between state policy on routine
childhood vaccination and public trust in Georgia. The study investigates the structure of
vaccination-related trust among parents of young children, the distribution of vaccination

behaviour, and the statistical association between trust and vaccination status.

A quantitative research design was employed. A structured survey was administered to 396
respondents (parents of children under the national immunization schedule) using an 5-item
Likert-type vaccination trust scale. Data analysis included Cronbach's alpha reliability testing,
Pearson correlation analysis, and simple linear regression. The internal consistency of the

instrument was confirmed at Cronbach's o = 0.957, indicating excellent reliability.

The mean composite trust score among surveyed parents was moderately high (M = 3.82, SD =
0.95) on a 5-point scale. Of the respondents, 74.2% reported their child as fully vaccinated
according to the national schedule, 21.2% as partially vaccinated, and 4.5% as completely
unvaccinated. Statistical analysis confirmed a strong, highly significant positive association
between vaccination trust and vaccination behaviour (r = 0.599; p < 0.001). Regression analysis
revealed that trust accounts for 35.9% of the variance in vaccination behaviour (R? = 0.359; B =
0.343; p < 0.001). Crucially, institutional trust components — trust in the state vaccination policy
(M = 3.64) and trust in Georgia's vaccination process (M = 3.62) — consistently scored lower than

biomedical trust indicators, revealing a systematic institutional trust deficit.

The study confirms that public trust is a central determinant of vaccination behaviour in Georgia.
The identified institutional trust deficit — whereby citizens trust vaccines more than the state
institutions managing them — represents the most policy-relevant finding. Estonia's model of
digital health governance, encompassing a national electronic vaccination registry, a strong family
physician network, and evidence-based public communication, is examined as the most relevant
and transferable reference model for Georgia, given the two countries' comparable post-Soviet

institutional legacies. The study recommends targeted interventions to enhance institutional



transparency, empower medical professionals as trusted communicators, and develop digital

reminder systems aimed at the partially vaccinated population.
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