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Abstract

This master's thesis explores the use of fear as a communicative strategy during the 2024 Georgian
parliamentary elections and assesses its impact on voter trust and electoral behavior. The study aims
to identify the mechanisms through which political actors attempted to shape public opinion
through fear-based narratives. The relevance of this research is driven by the dominance of
narratives such as the "threat of war," "loss of values," and "economic collapse" during the pre-

election period.

The study relies on a mixed methodology. The qualitative component includes a content analysis of
pre-election media messages and - in-depth interviews, while the quantitative part consists of an
350 respondent survey. The research identified three main narratives of fear: "The Threat of War
and the Global War Party," "Value-Based War and the Protection of National Identity," and

"Economic Collapse and Instability."

The findings reveal that despite the majority of voters perceiving the use of fear as a deliberate
manipulation which reduces their trust in the political system there emerged a stable segment of
voters who respond positively to such rhetoric and prioritize stability. The study concludes that
while fear-based campaigns may yield short-term electoral benefits, in the long run, they severely

damage democratic institutions, deepen social polarization, and foster political nihilism.

Keywords: Political Communication, 2024 Georgian Parliamentary Elections, Fear Appeal, Electoral

Behavior, Voter Trust, Political Polarization
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