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Abstract

This dissertation examines the impact of using picture books on the development of primary
school students’ collaborative skills and prosocial behaviour. The study is based on the Design-
Based Research (DBR) methodology and a mixed-methods research design, which enables the
planning, implementation, evaluation, and refinement of an educational intervention in a real

classroom setting.

The research was conducted at the Modern Education Academy in a second-grade classroom,
involving 21 students and a Georgian language and literature teacher. Data were collected

through observation schemes, pre- and post-tests, and a structured interview.

The aim of the study was to explore how dialogue and discussion around picture books
contribute to the development of students’ collaborative skills and prosocial behaviour. The
findings revealed a significant improvement in students’ active listening, cooperation,
empathy, mutual respect, and sense of responsibility. In addition, increased participation in

group activities and higher levels of peer support were observed after the intervention.

The study demonstrates that picture books are an effective educational resource for fostering
social and emotional skills, particularly when integrated into dialogic and collaborative
learning activities. The DBR approach allowed for iterative refinement of the intervention and

a deeper analysis of the learning process.

The results confirm that integrating picture books into the learning process significantly
contributes to creating a positive classroom environment and supporting students’ social

development.

Keywords: picture books; collaborative skills; prosocial behaviour; design-based research;

primary education.
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