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Abstract

The present paper concerns the use of the comic, as a learning resource, in teaching sustainable

development topics at the primary level, in the social sciences subject "Our Georgia."

The research aimed at developing and refining comics - based learning activities that linked
Georgia's regions and sustainable development issues (environmental protection, preservation
of cultural heritage, topics of social responsibility) and in this way fostered the development

of students' argumentative reasoning and collaboration skills.

The research was conducted using a design - based research approach, at the Tbilisi private
school-lyceum "Prometheus," with 22 students of Grade V. Within the framework of the
interventions, data were used from the unfinished comic created on the sustainable
development issues of the region, from students' works, reflective responses, the assessment

rubric, and classroom observation, as well as the diagnostic and post - intervention assessment.

The results showed that comics - based activities increased students' engagement, helped them
see sustainable development problems in the context of a specific region, and also activated
oral argumentative reasoning and group collaboration. However, written argumentation
lagged behind oral reasoning and requires longer, stage - by - stage work. As a result of the
assessment of the interventions carried out within the research, the conclusion is as follows:
the comic is an effective resource for education for sustainable development and for
developing students' oral argumentation and collaboration skills at the primary level. For

improving written skills, however, purposeful, repeated practical work is needed.

Keywords: teaching with the unfinished comic, education for sustainable development,

argumentative reasoning, collaboration, social sciences, design - based research.



