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Abstract

In modern primary education, alongside the transmission of academic knowledge, the
development of students' socio-emotional competencies represents a crucial challenge. This
thesis examines the role of children's picturebooks in developing emotional awareness and
empathy among second-grade students, using the example of Georgian language and literature
lessons. The relevance of the study stems from the fact that in primary education, visual
narratives often play a merely illustrative role, whereas they possess the potential to become a
powerful tool for understanding emotions and fostering empathy. Based on the aim of the
study, two research questions were formulated: 1) How does visual narrative assist students in
identifying and verbally expressing emotions? and 2) How do students demonstrate empathy

toward book characters?

To achieve these objectives, Design-Based Research (DBR) was utilized as the research
methodology. The interventions were conducted with 21 second-grade students and involved
a two-cycle instructional design consisting of 7 targeted lessons. Three children's books were
integrated into the study: ,Piggy Goka,“ ,Tina and the Colorful Treasure®, and , The Cloud
That Didn't Rain®. Data collection and analysis were carried out using pre/post-tests, emotion
tracking charts, reflective rubrics, and teacher interviews. The formative assessment of the
first cycle revealed the shortcomings of frontal discussions and a written barrier, leading to a
modification of the instructional design in the second cycle with interactive strategies such as

the ,,Emotion Cube“ and ,,Emotion Lotto®.

The results of the study demonstrated a clear positive dynamic: following the implementation
of the transformed design, 85% of the students were able to accurately identify emotions based
on the micro-details of illustrations and fluently verbalize cause-and-effect relationships.
Furthermore, students demonstrated a high level of empathy toward the characters and
projected their experiences onto their own real-life situations. The significance of the findings

lies in providing primary school educators with a methodical model for the purposeful,



interactive processing of picturebooks, which effectively ensures the integrated development

of students' academic and socio-emotional skills.

Keywords: Picturebooks, Visual Narrative, Emotional Awareness, Empathy, Design-Based

Research (DBR).
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