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Abstract

This master’s thesis is a practice-based research study conducted at Public School Ne166 in
Thilisi. The research topic focuses on the impact of the transition from formative assessment
to summative assessment on students’ peer relationships and socio-emotional experiences

within the school environment.

The aim of the study is to examine how changes in the assessment system affect students’
relationships, self-esteem, and emotional well-being, as well as to identify the factors that
contribute to the intensification of social comparison and competition and influence

classroom social dynamics.

The study was conducted using a qualitative research approach, specifically within the
framework of action research. The research instruments included focus groups and

document analysis.

The findings revealed that changes in assessment practices are strongly associated with
increased social comparison processes, which in turn affect students’ self-esteem and peer
relationships. The results showed that under formative assessment conditions, students
were more collaborative and less competition-oriented, whereas the transition to
summative assessment led to increased tendencies of comparison among peers and

heightened social tension.

Within the framework of the study, interventions were planned and implemented to
enhance students’ emotional support and promote a more collaborative learning
environment, including feedback-based activities and increased peer involvement in the
assessment process. The implemented interventions had a positive impact on students’
social relationships, strengthened collaboration, and contributed to the creation of a more

supportive classroom climate.



Overall, the study demonstrates that the transition in assessment practices represents not
only an academic shift but also a significant socio-emotional process that directly affects

students’ relationships and classroom social climate.

Keywords: formative assessment, summative assessment, assessment transition, social

comparison, peer relationships, adolescence, self-esteem.



