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Abstract 

The present master's thesis explores the potential of teaching gender equality in 

primary education through the use of fairy tales from diverse cultures. The relevance of the 

study is driven by the requirements of the National Curriculum regarding the development of 

democratic values and the need to enrich educational resources for teaching gender equality. 

The study aimed to design, implement, and analyze a fairy tale-based educational 

intervention to help third-grade students at the private school "Contemporary Education 

Academy" in Tbilisi recognize gender stereotypes and develop positive attitudes toward 

equality. The research objectives included exploring students' baseline competencies, 

analyzing the strategies used, and identifying the accompanying opportunities and challenges. 

The research was conducted using a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative 

and quantitative data. Testing, classroom discussion, an in-depth interview with the teacher, 

analysis of student artwork/assignments, and diagnostic assessment were used as data 

collection instruments. The study sample consisted of 13 third-grade students (4 boys and 9 

girls) in Tbilisi. 

The research findings indicated that the stereotypical perceptions existing prior to the 

intervention shifted significantly following the educational activities. Students demonstrated 

an increased capacity for critical reflection on gender roles, the formulation of alternative 

perspectives, and equality-based reasoning. A positive dynamic was also observed in terms of 

empathy and respect for individual choice. 

The final part of the thesis confirms that the targeted use of fairy tales from diverse 

cultures serves as an effective educational resource for developing gender competencies and 

critical thinking in primary education. 

Keywords: gender equality, gender competence, fairy tales from diverse cultures, primary 

education, gender stereotypes, critical thinking.


