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Abstract

Teaching sustainable development issues is one of the most important challenges of modern
education, especially at the primary level, where it is necessary to develop critical, creative and
problem-solving skills in students. Nevertheless, traditional, text-oriented teaching approaches
often fail to ensure active student engagement. Social or environmental problems are often

abstract and difficult to present to students, which hinders in-depth understanding of the issues.

The purpose of this study is to develop, implement and evaluate an educational design tool
within the framework of “Our Georgia”. The subject “Our Georgia” is taught in grades 5-6. The
research was conducted in grade 5. The research will examine how this resource contributes to
the development of student engagement, creative thinking, problem solving, and social
responsibility. The theoretical basis of the research is Maria Augerinou and Rune Pettersson’s
unified theory of visual literacy, which explains the processes of perception and interpretation

of visual information (Avgerinou & Pettersson, 2011).

The research was conducted within the framework of the design-based research methodology.
During the research process, a prototype of the “History of Our Region” endless comics was

created, which reflects the social and environmental challenges of different regions of Georgia.
The resource was tested in a real learning environment and its effectiveness was assessed based

on the analysis of students’ works, observations, and reflections.

The results of the study showed that the use of endless comics increases students' motivation
and engagement, simplifies the identification of problems and promotes the understanding of
cause-and-effect relationships. At the same time, it was revealed that students still have
difficulty identifying diverse, original and substantiated ways to solve problems, which is why
stereotypical solutions often dominated their responses. Based on these data, we made changes
to the pre-planned intervention plan. The additional intervention showed that the development
of such components of creative thinking as flexibility and originality requires targeted and

systematic support.



The results of the study confirm that endless comics are an effective educational resource for
teaching sustainable development issues. The work has both theoretical significance, as it
combines the perspectives of visual literacy and education for sustainable development, and
practical value, as it offers teachers specific educational resources and recommendations for

diversifying teaching practices.

Keywords: Education for Sustainable Development, Endless Comics, Design-Based Research,

Visual Literacy, Creative Thinking, “Our Georgia”.



